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| Advertiſement. 


ö AS there was found room in the paper, the writer of the Circular 
Letter preſumes it will not be diſagrecable to his brethren and 
friends in the different ſocieties addreſſed in it, if he prefixes a ſhort 
account of this Aſſociation. | 
The ancient meeting of miniſters being diſcontinued, this Aﬀocia- 
tion was inſtituted by ſome of the elder miniſters in the year 1781. 
After it had met twenty-five times, at different places, it was reſolved 
in 1787, that the ſubject for the morning ſermon for the future, ſhould 
be choſen by a majority of the miniſters preſent. Accordingly, the 
following ſubjects — been conſidered. 

The in ſuſſiciency of reaſon and the neceſſity of a divine revelation, 
by Mr. Aftburner, from I. Cor. 1. 21. | 

The external and internal evidences and excellencies of the holy 
1 by Mr. Kingſbury, from II. Tim. iii. 16. 

he importance of holding right ſentiments in religion, by Mr. 
Bogue, from II. Tim. i. 13. 

The character of God as the moral governor of the world, by Mr. 
Adams, from Deut. xxxii. 4» | 

Man's fallen ftate, by Mr. Wife, from Rom. v. 12. 
> ine teprovity and miſery of man as fallen, by Mr, Berry, from 

om. 11. 96 | & 

The ahh of man to reſtore himſelf to the favour and image of 
God, by Mr. Dunn, from Fer. xiii. 23. | | 

The plan formed for the recovery of fallen man, by Mr, Mercer, 
on Zech. vi. 13. 6 

The brojer Godhead of Chriſt, by Mr. Lewis, from Rom. ix. 5. 
Jah the perſon of Chriſt, as God-man, by Mr. King ſbury, from 

ohn i. 14. | 

. The prophetic office of Chriſt, by Mr. Afhburner, from Acts iii. 22. 
n — Ghrth by Mr. Bogue, from Fey li. 2. 
The interceſſion of Chriſt, by Mr. Adams, from Heb. vii. 25. 
The nature and extent of the kingly office of Chriſt, by Mr, Wiſe, 
from John xvni. 36. x | . 

The divinity of the Holy Ghoſt, -by Mr. Berry, from Acts v. 4. 

Regeneration, by Mr. Eiſdell, from Eph. ii. 10. 

Faith in Chriſt, by Mr. Lewis, from Acts xvi. 31. 

- Juſtification, by Mr. Jeſferſon, from | *** 

Adoption, by Mr. Griffin, from | 

Sanctiſication, by Mr. Steill, from I. Thefſ. iv. 3. 

It is uſual to have a particular ſubjeft propoſed at a previous 
meeting to employ our converſation, on which every miniſter gives his 
ohinion. | | | 
2 I have taken the liberty to add two hymns, one compoſed ſome years 
ago for a meeting of mins/ters—the other, an encouragement to miſſion- 
aries, whether at home or abroad, 
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Minutes of. the Proceedings. 


MET at ſeven o'clock on Tueſday evening; Mr. Eiſdell of 
Andover preached from Iſaiah xli. 17, 18. 

Met again on Wedneſday morning at a quarter before ſeven 
o'clock ; Mr. Bingham of Whitchurch preached from II. Tim. iii. 5. 

Aſſembled again at half paſt ten ; Mr. Cox of Fareham began with 
prayer, and reading the ſcriptures, Iſaiah Ix. Mr. Kingſbury of Southe 
ampton engaged in the general prayer, and Mr, Bogue of Goſport in 
the interceſſory prayer. Mr. Steill of Wincheſter preached on the 
ſubject of ſanttification, from I. Theſſ. iv. 3. Mr. — of Ford- 
ingbridge concluded in prayer. | 

In the afternoon, the ſubjeft diſcuſſed in converſation was 
“Whether Divine Grace operates firſt on the underſtanding, or on the 
& will of man?“ 

It having been reſolved at the laſt meeting that Mr. Kingſbury 
ſhould draw up a Letter of Addreſs to the ſeveral congregations in 
our connection, the ſame was preſented and approved, and Mr. K. was 
requeſted to print and circulate it. 

Met .at half an hour after fix in the evening; Mr. Jefferſon of 
Baſingſtoke opened the ſervice with prayer ; Mr. Adams of Saliſbury 
preached from Hoſea, xi. 4.; and Mr. Eiſdell of Andover concluded 
with prayer. The place of next meeting was fixed to be at Ring- 
| wood, on September 14, 1796 ; the preacher Mr. Cox of Fareham ; 
the ſubject, growth in grace; the queſtion to be conſidered in 
converſation, © What are the beſt means to be uſed, as to matter, 
method, and manner, for conveying the knowledge of the Goſpel 


* to the ignorant people in country villages ?” 
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A CIRCULAR LE TTER, &c. 


MEN AND BRETHREN, 


1 having been judged expedient, for che further extenſion of Chriſtian 
edificauon, by our aſſociations, to preſent you with a brief account 
of our proceedings, and of the general ſlate of religion among us, as 
well as the reſult of our remarks, in a way of ſeaſonable warning, 
exhortation, or comfort we greet you in the name of the Lord. | 

With no ſmall ſatisfaction we announce to you the general peace 
and proſperity of the Churches under our charge. Amidſt theſe 
ſhaking times, they continue ſteady in the profeſſion of the great Doc- 
trines of God our Saviour, and are not removed away from the hope of 
the Goſpel, We truſt we can ſay with truth, our Maſter grants out 
tone; op. aſſemblies gracious tokens of his preſence, and gives teſ- 
timony to the word-of his grace. Some people, Oh that we had reaſon 
to ſay very many, are added unto the Lord, and to us, according to the 
will of God. And though we are not without cauſes of grief 
and lamentation, on account of the lukewarmneſs, worldlineſs, and 
declenfions we ſee in ſome profeſſors; yet we are comforted in the 
progreſs of others in a holy walk, in the perſeverance of many to the 
end, and in their peaceful departure from the body, and joyful triumph 
over the laſt enemy. 

Wich additional pleaſure we ſtate, that ſome old congregations, 
which had dwindled almoſt to nothing, and were ready to be entirely diſ- 
ſolved, have been revived, by the Lord's making manifeſt the ſavour of 
his knowledge among them. They have been ſupplied with paſtors, 
who have encouraging proſpetis of comfort and ſucceſs, | 

The ſeed of zoſpel truth has alſo been ſown in uncultivated ground. 
Attentive congregations are forming , where there were none before; 
and there is encouraging ſcriptural reaſon to believe that great, real, 
and ſubſtantial good is done by the excurſive labours of us and our 

rethren, We, who are the ſervants of ſouls for Chriſt's fake, cannot 
but with grief and ſorrow” ſee thouſands pexiſhing for lack of know- 
ledge; we wiſh to be rouſed from ſlothful indulgence, elder as well as 
younger, to go forth from our reſling places, to make excurſions, as we 
— opportunity, to ſurrounding towns and villages; to be inſtant in 
ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon; to carry the light of life into dark places; 
and knowing the terrors of the Lord, to rouſe poor ſinners to a ſenſe of 
their awful ſtate, and to perſuade them to flee from the wrath to come, 
But this cannot be well done without the encouragement of our people. 
| We earneſtly call upon you, therefore, to countenance and ſupport us 
in theſe efforts. If any of you have habitations or connettions in 
country places, we recommend 1t to you, that you would open your 
houſes, or exhort your friends ſo to do, to receive a preached Goſpel. 
The preſent awful flate of things, in a religious view, calls loudly on us 
to 
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to make ſome exertions ;— Behold the prevailing and increaſing ĩgno- 
rance, ſtupidity, and profligacy of the poor—the rejection of all fear of 
God—the ſabbath breaking—the faſhionable infidelity and ſcepticiſm 
amongſt thoſe in Higher condition—the negligence of many paſtors, 
who are not only totally unconcerned about the falvation of their flocks, 
but by their example encourage rather than reprove the wicked. And, 
ſay, is it not time for us, not only to cry © Help Lord, but to contrive 
what may be done, under a divine bleſſing, to encourage proper perſons 
to go forth, and to call upon men, every where, to repent, and believe 
the Goſpel ? *Tis true you may thereby expoſe yourſeives to ſhame, 
oppolition, reproach, and perſecution, from an ungodly world, envious or 
lukewarm profeſſors. But, conſider the Cauſe - the glory of Chriſt our 
Maſter, and the ſalvation of periſhing fouls. Let us not ſhrink from 
the croſs, Remember who bare a muck heavier one before us, and for 
our fakes, deſpiſing all its ſhame. Remember who has promiſes that 
his yoke ſhall be eaſy, and his burden light; and that the Word is never 
ee and heard with a purer joy in the Holy Ghoſt, than when de- 

ered and received in much afflithon.—1. Theſſ. i. 6. If ye be re- 
proached for the name of Chriſt, happy are ye; for the ſpirit of glory, 
and of God reſteth upon you: on their part he is evil ſpoken of, but on 
your part he is glorified, —1, Pet. iv. 14. And oh, above all, think of 
the unſpeakable pleaſure of meeting Chriſt with acceptance, and fouls 
ſaved by your inſtrumentality, at the great day. 
a Amidſt the dark and gloomy aſpett of things around us, what an 
encouraging fign would this miſhonary ſpirit for ſpreading the Goſpel 
at home be, eſpecially when viewed in connethon with that which has 
been of late ſtirred up to ſend the Goſpel abroad. At leaſt we ſhall 
prove the ſincerity of our defire to do good, when we ourſelves put our 
own ſhoulders to the miſhonary yoke, and are willing to ſuffer a ſmall 
meaſure of thoſe {abours, and hardſhips, and perſecutions, which they, 
wliom we ſend to foreign parts, muſt undergo, 

We rejoice with you, brethren, that the Lord has enkindled, 
and ſpread ſuch a glowing zeal in the breaſts of multitudes for 
ſending the knowledge of ſalvation, and ſpreading the Redeemer's 
kingdom among the poor Heathen, in the uttermoſt parts of the earth. 
Surely ſuch a noble, benevolent, enlarged ſpirit, flamulating ſo many of 
God's people to ſuch diſintereſted efforts accompanied with the fer- 
vent prayers of ſo many thouſands—cannot be the phrenzy of a moment, 
or the mere work of man! We rejoice that ſo many of you, according 
to your ability, have liberally come forward in the ſupport of that great 
and good deſign. May he that miniſtereth ſeed to the ſower, , — 
& miniſter bread for your food, and multiply your ſeed ſawn, and in- 
e creaſe the fruits of your righteouſneſs !”” —[1, Cor. ix. 10, And to 
thoſe of you who have not yet ſent in your benefattions, we would ſay, 
das ye abound in every thing, in faith, in utterance, and in knowledge, 
&* and in all diligence, and in your love to us; ſee that ye abound in 
& this grace alſo.” Would ye enjoy the noble{t conſolation — What 
will more expand the heart, than the generous ſentiments of benevolence 
10 poor ſinuers, who know neither the value nor the danger of their 
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own fouls? God honours nothing with a ſweeter or more immediate 
reward in the conſcience, than a ſelf-denying zeal for the of men, 
and the glory of Chriſt. And, oh conſider what a bleſſed recollection 
it will afford you hereafter, when you ſhall hear that many Pagans are 
brought to the knowledge of ſalvation, that you were inſtrumental in the 
glorious work, But on the other hand, would it not be a mortiſying 
ction, that you kad not, nor would have any concern, or ſhare in 
u? And, even though the people ſhould not 4 gathered, ſo ſoon as 
our wiſhes may ſuggeſt, yet thoſe who encourage it will at leaſt have 
the approbation of God, and the pleaſing conſciouſneſs, that it was in 
their hearts. | | 
Brethren, pray without ceaſing. Reſt not contented without 
matutaining 2 — the life and power of Godlineſs in ſecret 
prayer. It is eaſy to fink into declenſions. All the deceitfulneſs of 
fin, and all the wiles of the Devil, will be employed to draw away your 
attention from a calm, conſcientious, cloſe, and comfortable walk with 
God—Let family religion be conſtant, ſolemn, lively, and fþiritual— 
Dare to be accounted fools for Chriſt's, and his truth's ſake — Glo- 
xytng in his croſs, and deſpiſing its ſhame — Shame the pretenders 
to ſuperior reaſon, and more exalted virtue, by the manly dignity, the 
conſiſtency, the meekneſs, and the purity of your converſation—Let 
them ſee that your faith, however ridiculed, enables you to overcome 
the world; and that the Grace of God which they defpiſe, teaches you 
to deny ungodlineſs and worldly follies and luſts— Prove to all that the 
love and the kindneſs of God our Saviour to man, has been manifeſted 
to you, and ſhed abroad in your heart by the Holy Ghoſt ; by its luſtre 
ſhining forth in your temper and actions, to ſilence and confound the 
Ignorance of fooliſh men. We beſeech you to be ſteady, regular, and 
early in your attendance in the Houſe of God, Grieve not the hearts 
of your miniſters, by your abſence through worldlineſs, ſloth, and negli - 
gence ; or by giving way to a vain curioſity, in going after every new 
thing—lImiate the children of this world by your ſpiritual diligence in 
ſee king after the meat and riches which endure for ever. 
Wie aſk your affiſtance and concurrence in the management 
of our miniſterial viſits, Our lips ſhould feed many, and ſpread the 
favour of the knowledge of Chriſt in every place, We entreat you then 
not only to bear with us, but encourage us, when we would teach from 
bouſe to houſe—Do not expect us to be the mere retailers of news, and 
always to amuſe you by pleaſantry ; but permit us to introduce ſome- 
thing grave, and uſeful ; ſomething of the ſcriptures, and of ſin's evil; 
ſomething of Chriſt, holineſs, and heaven, at all times. It has ſome- 
times grieved the hearts of pious miniſters to obſerve, that when a ſerious 
remark. has been introduced, though not unſeaſonably, or by force, it 
has checked the flow of the converſation, ſtruck the company dumb, 
and made them look about as if a foreigner had ſpoken an uninteliigible 
language. Allow us to be free with you, and impart to you the reſult of 
our inquiries, obſervations, and experience. Many things highly proper 
for the private ear, cannot well be introduced into public diſcourſes. 
And we befeech you brethren to know them which labour among you 
2 ane 
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and are over you in the Lord, and admoniſh you. Be free in opening 
our ſpiritual caſes to us, your perplexities, doubts, &c. that we may 
4 how to pray for you, and how to ſpeak to you, —that we may 
warn every man, and teach every man, — that we may preſent every 
man 3 in 1 Jeſus. *. Bf 
k inally, brethren, we recommen nt meeti N 
among cam} Fay to implore the bleſſing of God on p M io 
Societies, for more of a miſſionary ſpirit at home, for the dew of his 
Spirit on our own churches, and on all our ſouls — Pray for us. We 
truſt we can ſay, without ceaſing, we make mention of you in our prayers. 


Signed on behalf of the meeting, 
WILLIAM KINGSBURY. 
. 
A HYMN ſuitable to the Subject. 


1 
REAT Lord of all the churches hear . 
Thy miniſters' and people's prayr; 
Perfum'd by thee, O may it riſe 
Like fragrant incenſe to the ſkies ! 


2 
May ev'ry paſtor from above | 
Be new inſpir'd with zeal and love; 
To watch thy folds, and feed thy ſheep, 
And his own heart with care to keep! 


Revive thy - churches with thy grace; 
leal all our breaches, grant us peace; 
Rouſe us from ſloth, our hearts inflame 


With. axdent zeal for Jeſus' name! 


3 
May young and old thy word receive; 
Dead ſinners hear thy voice and live: 
The wounded conſcience healing find, 
And joy refreſh each drooping mind! 


May aged ſaints, a with grace, 
Abound in fruits of holinefs; . 
And when tranſplanted to the ſkies, 
May younger in their Read ariſe ! 


| 6 | 
Thus we our ſuppliant voices raiſe, 
And weeping, ſow the ſeeds of praiſe, 
In humble hope, that thou wilt hear 
Thy muniſters' and people's prayer. 
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A MISSIONARY HYMN. 


Iſaiah the 55th. Verſe the roth. to the end. 


A S rain deſcending from the {kies, 
Waters the thirſty ground — 


The ſower reaps its rich ſupplies ; 
And plenty ſmiles around ; 


80 ſhall the ſhowers of truth and love 
Diſpers'd through every clime, . 
Soften each ſoil, and make it prove 
Fruit ful in God' s due time. 


3 
Haſt thou not ſaid; My living word 
Succeſsleſs ſhall not be; 


But that thy faithful lab'rers, Lord, 
- Shall a glad harveſt ſee ? 


99 
Go forth then, Jeſu's lab 
Break up the heathen — 
85 — Maſter ſmiles on you, 


guards you while you toi 


| 5 
Hearts like the rock or barren hill 
Shall yield to truth divine. | 
8 and wretched ſouls ſhall feel 
His beams of mercy ſhine. . 


* 6 ; 
Hark how the thronged mountains 
While Jeſus you 9 * * 


And thouſands of poor 
& Salvation through =_ ARE 


7 
Where ſins and thorny miſeries grew, 
His graces there abound ; 
And heav'nly fruits their beauties ſhew, 
Oer all the bleſſed ground. 


There ſhall his glorious name be * 
| A fign thro? future days; 
And children's children LY to crown 
His honor'd head with praiſe. 
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